Fetal growth velocities in pregnancies with neonatal features of intrauterine malnourishment.
Measurements of neonatal morphometry provide a better indicator of fetal growth achievement than birthweight for gestational age. This study describes the intrauterine growth velocities of the fetal head and trunk of 33 infants with skinfold thickness measurements below the tenth percentile; 16 (48%) of the infants had birthweights above the tenth percentile. Growth velocity of the head was not significantly different from the reference population whereas the trunk growth velocity was significantly reduced (p < 0.001). This study demonstrates for the first time that infants with morphometric features of intrauterine malnourishment, regardless of birthweight, are subject to differential growth restriction in utero.